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Abstract 
Salmon catch data from sea fishing since the year 1966 indicate remarkable annual variations 
for all the municipalities in Finnmark. One important reason to this variation is the method used 
to collect annual catch data. Nowadays, all salmon fishermen must report their daily catches 
divided in numbers and weights for small, medium and large salmon. The fishing method used, 
bag net or bend net, must also be informed about. This improvement in catch reporting took 
place in the year 1993. Before 1993, fishermen had to inform catches in two size groups namely 
below 4 and above 4 kilos. 

Salmon catches were exceptionally large in the period from the last years of the 1970’s to the 
middle of 1980’s in the municipalities Loppa, Hasvik, Hammerfest, Kvalsund, Måsøy and 
Nordkapp. A reason for that was the high salmon catches caught with driftnet fishing in the 
outer coast, west from Nordkapp. After driftnet fishery was prohibited in 1988 total catches 
declined.  

Salmon catches have been clearly better in some municipality areas than in other areas. Good 
catches in some areas indicate high numbers of fishers combined with good fishing sites in the 
outer coastal areas. In general, salmon catches have in the long-term declined in most of the 
municipalities. 
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1. Salmon catches at sea in the years 1966-2021 
 

 
Figure 1. Long-term salmon catches at sea in the municipalities of Alta salmon district. Source; SSB (Norway). 
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Figure 2. Long-term salmon catches at sea in the municipalities of Hammerfest salmon district. Source; SSB (Norway). 
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Figure 3. Long-term salmon catches at sea in the municipalities of Tana salmon district. Source; SSB (Norway). 
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Figure 4. Long-term salmon catches at sea in the municipalities of Varanger salmon district. Source; SSB (Norway). 
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2. Annual variations in salmon catches in numbers and in kilos between 
the municipalities since 1993 

Since 1993, it has been mandatory to provide detailed information about the salmon catches at sea. 

 

 

Figure 5. Annual catches in numbers, bag net and bend net catches combined, for municipalities in Finnmark in size 
groups <3kg, 3-7 kg and >7 kg salmon. The municipalities are; Loppa-Hasvik 1, Alta 2, Hammerfest 3, Kvalsund 4, 
Måsøy-Nordkapp 5, Porsanger 6, Lebesby 7, Gamvik 8, Tana 9, Berlevåg 10, Båtsfjord-Vardø 11, Vadsø-Nesseby 12, 
Sør-Varanger 13. Source; SSB (Norway). The lack of catch data indicates that there was three or less fishers in the 
given municipality. In the year 2021 salmon fishery was prohibited in Tana, Gamvik, Berlevåg and partly in Lebesby 
and in Porsanger municipalities. 
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Figure 6. Annual variations in the size distributions of salmon catches for all the municipalities in Finnmark, bag net 
and bend net catches combined. Source; SSB (Norway). Area numbers are referring to the name of municipalities; See 
figure 4. 
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Figure 7. Annual catches in kilos, bagnet and bendnet catches combined, for municipalities in Finnmark in the size 
groups <3kg, 3-7 kg and >7 kg salmon. Source; SSB (Norway). Area numbers are referring to the name of 
municipalities; See figure 4. 
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Figure 8. Annual variations in the size distributions of salmon catches in kilos, for the municipalities in Finnmark, bag 
net and bend net catches combined. Source; SSB (Norway). Area numbers are referring to the name of municipalities; 
See figure 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1993

Area

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

1994

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

1995

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

1997

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge

0

25

50

75

100

1998

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

1999

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2000

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2001

Area

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2002

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2003

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2004

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2005

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2006

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2007

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2008

Area

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

<3 kg
3-7 kg
>7 kg

2009

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2010

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2011

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2012

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2013

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2014

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2015

Area

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2016

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2017

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2018

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2019

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2020

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100

2021

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

25

50

75

100



12 
 

3. Long-term development in the salmon catches, divided into three 
size groups for municipalities in Finnmark; bag net and bend net 
catches combined 

 

Figure 9. Reported salmon catches (numbers of salmon for three size groups) in combined bag net and bend net fishery 
in Finnmark’s municipalities after catch reporting has been improved in the year 1993. Source; SSB (Norway). 
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Figure 10. Reported salmon catches (percentages calculated from salmon numbers), combining bag net and bend net 
fishery in Finnmark’s municipalities. The data is from after the catch reporting was improved in the year 1993. Source; 
SSB (Norway). 
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Figure 11. Reported salmon catches (kg of salmon for three size groups), combining bag net and bend net fishery in 
Finnmark’s municipalities. The data is from after the catch reporting was improved in the year 1993. Source; SSB 
(Norway). 
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Figure 12. Reported salmon catches (percentages calculated from salmon weight) in combined bag net and bend net 
fishery in Finnmark’s municipalities. The data is from after the catch reporting was improved in the year 1993. Source; 
SSB (Norway). 
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4. Long-term development in the salmon bag net catches divided into 
three size groups for municipalities in Finnmark 

 

 

Figure 13. Reported salmon catches (numbers of salmon for three size groups) in bag net fishery in Finnmark’s 
municipalities. Source; SSB (Norway).   
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Figure 14. Reported salmon catches (percentages from the numbers) in bagnet fishery in Finnmark’s municipalities. 
Source; SSB (Norway). 
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Figure 15. Reported salmon catches (kg for three size groups) in bagnet in Finnmark’s municipalities. Source; SSB 
(Norway). 
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Figure 16. Reported salmon catches (percentages of salmon from the kg) in bagnet fishery in Finnmark’s municipalities. 
Source; SSB (Norway). 
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5. Long-term development in the salmon bendnet catches divided into 
three size groups for municipalities in Finnmark 

 

 

Figure 17. Reported salmon catches (numbers of salmon for three size groups) in bendnet fishery in Finnmark’s 
municipalities. Source; SSB (Norway). 
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Figure 18. Reported salmon catches (percentages of salmon from the numbers) in bendnet fishery in Finnmark’s 
municipalities. Source; SSB (Norway). 

 

Loppa

Year

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
0

25

50

75

100

Hasvik

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
0

25

50

75

100

Alta

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
0

25

50

75

100

Hammerfest

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge

0

25

50

75

100

Kvalsund

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
0

25

50

75

100

Måsøy

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
0

25

50

75

100

Nordkapp

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
0

25

50

75

100

Porsanger

Year

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
0

25

50

75

100

Lebesby

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
0

25

50

75

100

Gamvik

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
0

25

50

75

100

Tana

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
0

25

50

75

100

Berlevåg

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
0

25

50

75

100

Båtsfjord

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
0

25

50

75

100

Vardø

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
0

25

50

75

100

Vadsø

Year

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
0

25

50

75

100

<3 kg
3-7 kg
>7 kg

Nesseby

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
0

25

50

75

100

Sør-Varanger

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
0

25

50

75

100



22 
 

 

Figure 19. Reported salmon catches (kg of salmon for three size groups) in bendnet fishery in Finnmark’s 
municipalities. Source; SSB (Norway). 
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Figure 20. Reported salmon catches (percentages of salmon from kg) in bendnet fishery in Finnmark’s municipalities. 
Source; SSB (Norway). 
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