
Waste management and marine litter in 
Finnmark 
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Inter-municipal waste management companies
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• 5 companies – 19 
municipalities

• Sorting of household waste –
different sorting between the
companies

• Before collecting, inhabitants in 
Alta sort out 5 different 
elements, Vadsø sort out only 1 
element, paper.

• Only 2 active landfills

• No incineration plant



Marine litter

• since 2015 – more 
systematic effort on
cleaning up shorelines
(protected areas), but still a 
long way to go.

• clean-ups are carried out
each year, between 15-20 
beaches.

• annual shoreline clean-up 
by the County Governor

• schools, associoations and 
clubs etc. contribute more 
and more to shoreline litter
picking Vi bryr oss om Finnmark!
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Border crossing – marine litter-project

• Norwegian – Russian – Finnish project
2016 & 2017

• 60 NO-RU-FI pupils took part in the 
project in 2016

• 4 km of shoreline cleaned > 10 m3 
marine litter, mostly plastics, 2016 

• OSPAR registration
• 2017 – Kola Fiord
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Marine litter - The Challenges has not 
changed

• remote areas 
• large stretches of coastline situated far from 

roads and settlements – expensive logistics. 
• Finnmark County have almost the same number

of inhabitans as Tromsø municipality -
distributed over an area 7 % larger than
Denmark – few available hands
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Port Waste Management Planning for Ship 
Generated Waste 

• Approving plans
• We still struggle to get hold of updated and 

upgraded plans
• A number of ports is yet to be confirmed if they 

are runned by the municipal port authorities or 
not
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Thank you for your attention
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